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Dr. Steven Frankel         Fall 2015 
Tu/Th  10:00am- 11:15pm         
 
 
 
 
PL 100-19: Ethics as an Introduction to Philosophy 
 
 
Course Description:  How should I live?  What should I do? How can I determine 
whether an action is right or just?  These are enduring and perennial questions that 
philosophers have long considered and attempted to answer.  This course explores the 
ethical writings of several philosophers in order to help us clarify and articulate our 
own values as well as to discover the nature of philosophy.    
 
 
HOW TO CONTACT ME: 
 
Office:    Hinkle Hall 203 
Office Hours:  Tuesday 1:00pm – 2:15pm 
    Thursday 1:00pm – 2:15pm (or by appointment) 
 
Phone:    745-3668 
E-mail:    frankel@xavier.edu 
Departmental Secretary:    Linda Loomis  745-3821 
Mailbox: You can leave messages for me in my mailbox in Hinkle.    
Requirements:  None. 
 
Required Texts:    Plato, Republic (Bloom translation) 
    Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics (Irwin translation) 
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (Curley edition) 
    John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism  (any standard edition) 
        On Liberty (any standard edition) 
 
 
Tutoring:  I recommend Xavier’s Writing Center in the CLC, Room 400.  They can help 
you, from start to finish, with writing an essay: organizing your thoughts, writing your 
paper, and proofreading. Take a look at their web site at www.xu.edu/writing_center 
or call 745-2875 for more information about hours, etc.  Individual tutoring is also 
available at the Learning Assistance Center (CLC 514), if you wish to meet with a tutor 
on a more regular basis.  You can visit or call the Center directly at 745-3280 for more 
information.  
 
Schedule: 
 
Date   Topic/Assignment   
 
August 25  Introduction: What is Philosophy? 
August 27  Plato, Republic, Book 1: the Opening Scene. Socrates in Piraeus. 
 
September 1  Plato, Republic, Book 1: Cephalus and Polemarchus 
September 3  Plato, Republic, Book 1: Thrasymachus 
September 8  Plato, Republic, Book 2: Glaucon’s Challenge 
September 10  Plato, Republic, Books 3-4: the City and the Soul 
September 15 NO CLASS  
September 17  Plato, Republic, Books 5-7: Noble lies and the cave 
September 22 Hobbes, Leviathan, Aubrey’s Biography and Preface 
September 24 PAPER DUE;  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 1-3: Motion and Rest 
September 29 Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 4-5: Speech and Reason 
 
October 1  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapter 6: Desire and Fear 
October 6  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 7-12: Power  
October 8  Fall Holiday:  No Class 
October 13  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapter 13-14: The State of Nature 
October 15  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 15: Peace 
October 20  MIDTERM 
October 22  Mill, Utilitarianism, Introduction 
October 27  Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapters 1: Summum Bonum 
October 29  Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapters 2:Higher Pleasures 
 
November 3  Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapters 3-4: Why are we good? 
November 5  Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapter 5: What is Justice? 
November 10  Mill, On Liberty, Chapters 1-2: Tyranny and Democracy  
November 12  Mill, On Liberty, Chapters 3-5: How much freedom? 
November 17  Mill, On Liberty, Chapters 3-5: How much freedom? 
November 19 Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Book I: The greatest good 
November 24 PAPER DUE; Aristotle, Ethics, Book I: Who should study Ethics? 
November 26 THANKGIVING:  NO CLASS 
 
December 1  Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Book I: Logos 
December 3  Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Book I: Virtue and Pleasure  
December 8  Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Books II: Psychology of the Soul 
December 10  Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Books III-IV: The Moral Virtues 
 
December 17:         FINAL EXAM, 8:30am-10:20am 
GRADING:  
 
Two papers, 25% and 30% respectively 
Midterm Exam = 20% 
Final Exam = 20% 
Class Participation = 5% 
 
Attendance Policy: 
Attendance is extremely important, since class presentations and discussions allow us to review difficult 
material, to answer questions about assignments and papers, and to articulate and develop new ideas.   If 
you must miss class, arrange for a study partner to take notes for you.  You can also contact me if you 
need help in retrieving what you've missed. 
Will Attendance affect your grade? 
Yes! You are allowed one unexcused absence, after which your final grade will drop three grade points 
for each unexcused absence.   
You are allowed three excused absences, after which your final grade will drop three grade points for 
each unexcused absence.  You must have a note from a doctor or student affairs to qualify for an 
excused absence. 
Make-up of the Final Exam will be permitted only if the absence was due to a serious illness or another 
documented problem. 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism: 
A good definition of plagiarism and cheating can be found in the Xavier University’s Policies and 
Regulations at: http://www.xu.edu/registrar/ugrd_policies.html#Academic%20honesty 
You should consult this statement as well as: 
http://www.xavier.edu/library/xututor/plagiarism/definition.cfm 
for more information.  In general, cheating means using another's words or work as your own and results 
(at the very least) in a failing grade.  If you are in dire straits regarding a paper or exam, see me for help 
rather than risk the embarrassment of getting caught as well as a failing grade. 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION and Extra Credit 
At the end of each class, I will present 3 questions to help you prepare the reading for the next 
class.  You may choose one and type a one-page answer based on the reading.  The one-page 
paper must be typed and is due at the beginning of next class.  Completing five of these one 
page papers successfully will ensure full credit for your class participation grade.  Completing 
ten (or more) one-page papers will count toward extra credit. 
 
Ethics/Religion and Society 
The Ethics/Religion and Society (E/RS) Program aims to “promote critical attention to the 
underlying philosophical and theological implications of issues as well as encourage a 
worldview that is engaged with issues of peace and justice and oriented to responsible action.” 
It is no exaggeration to say that E/R-S is the heart of the core undergraduate requirements at 
Xavier.  Philosophy 100 is part of your E/RS requirement, and as such aims to  integrates in a 
substantive way the ethical analysis of socially significant issues,” with a particular focus on the 
question of justice.  
 
